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"Have You Seen the Risen Christ Lately?"

I love this time of the year, these fifty days between Easter and Pentecost, when we get
all these neat stories about the risen Jesus.  The experiences of the disciples when first meeting
up with the resurrected Christ are amazing!  They are dramatic and unexpected.  And each
gospel writer seems to have a little bit different take on the whole matter.

In Mark, the earliest gospel written, we have Mary Magdalene, Mary the mother of
James and Salome, going to the tomb with spices to embalm the body of Jesus.  Getting there
they find the stone rolled away from the tomb.  Inside they see a young man dressed in a white
robe, who says to them, "Do not be amazed!"  He tells them Jesus is risen, and that they should
go and tell his disciples and Peter, that he is going to meet them in Galilee.  The women flee
from the tomb, astonished and bewildered!  And they say nothing to anyone, for they were
afraid!  

That's it.  No seeing or meeting with the risen Jesus.  Just a message from a strange
young guy hanging out in the tomb that Jesus is risen and going on to meet them in Galilee.  

Next let's look at Matthew.  Like all the accounts, the resurrection occurs on Sunday. 
The women go to the sepulchre.  There's an earthquake!  They see an angel fly down from
heaven, roll back the stone and sit upon it!  The angel tells them Jesus is risen.  They leave, and
on the way, Jesus, the risen Jesus, meets them!  Says "Hail!"  They take hold of his feet and
worship him!  He tells them to go and tell the brethren to meet him in Galilee.  

It ends with the 11 disciples on a mountain in Galilee with the risen Jesus.  They worship
him, though some doubt.  He then commissions them to go out to all the world baptizing and
teaching all he commanded them, closing with "and lo, I am with you always, to the close of the
age."  

Luke.  Women at the tomb, no body, 2 men in dazzling apparel speak to them.  They go
and tell the eleven and all the rest what they experience, but no one believes them.  Then we get
the story of the 2 on the road to Emmaus, who are accompanied by the risen Jesus but they do
not recognize him.  When they reach their house, he joins them at the table.  He blesses the
bread, breaks it, and gives it to them, and in that instant, their eyes are opened and they
recognize him and he vanishes from their sight!  They run back to Jerusalem and tell of their
experience to the eleven and the others who are gathered together, and hear that Simon has seen
him too!  Then Jesus appears right there, among them all!  They give him some fish and he eats
it!  Then he leads them outside, as far as Bethany, blesses them all and departs from them up into
heaven.  

John, the last of the gospels written.  This is the story we usually hear on Easter Sunday. 
Mary Magdalene, after she has found the tomb empty, has gotten Peter and the Beloved Disciple
(John?) to come and see the empty tomb, and talked with angels, is standing outside the tomb
weeping.  Jesus appears but she thinks he is the gardener.  He says her name, "Mary" and in that
instant she recognizes him!  But he tells her she cannot touch him.  The evening of that same



day, the disciples are gathered behind closed doors and Jesus appears.  He says, "Peace be with
you!"  He shows them his hands and side.  He breaths the Holy Spirit upon them.  A week later,
when Thomas, who missed Jesus' first appearance, is there, Jesus comes to them again.  Jesus
tells Thomas to touch his hands and side and believe.  Jesus continues to reveal himself to them
by the sea.  He has breakfast with them.  Some of them are tempted to ask who he is, but none
dare to do so.  They just know it is him.  It ends with Jesus and Peter having a long conversation.

Finally, we have the experience of Saul, who becomes Paul the apostle.  Traveling on the
road to Damascus to arrest some followers of the Way, Saul encounters the risen Jesus who
appears as a blinding bright light and a voice that says, "Saul, Saul, why do you persecute me?" 
The voice gives him instructions on what to do and in three days he retains his sight and
becomes one of Christianity's greatest leaders.

So what is this all about?  We have people experiencing the risen Jesus after he had died. 
He is a body, flesh and blood but he is different than he was.  At times it seems he cautions them
not to touch him, as if to suggest that they need to let go of the old Jesus they knew and
understand him in a new way.  At other times he encourages them to touch him or he eats fish,
when there is a need for proof that he is not a ghost or spirit but a flesh and blood body.  This
very likely was needed to counter skeptics who may have been suggesting the risen form was
only a spiritual, ethereal experience.  The early church would maintain it was not merely
spiritual but physical.  The experience of Paul is unique.  His is later, after the ascension, and
fitting with Paul's higher Christology, his experience is of the divine Christ, speaking from
heaven.

How are we, with our 21st century minds and scientific world view, supposed to
understand all of this?  Did Jesus really rise from the dead?  Did the disciples really have
experiences of a risen Jesus?  

I really do not know.  There is no way to prove it or disprove it.  It is ultimately a matter
of faith.  All we really can know is that they experienced something, something so astounding,
that it lead all of them to give themselves over so fully to a movement that they would give their
lives for it, be martyred for it.  Clearly, they experienced something quite remarkable.  

How about you?  Have you ever experienced the risen Jesus?  

I have heard people tell stories of their experience of Jesus.  A woman from a previous
church told of a time she and her husband were driving along on a dark snowy night.  The
woman heard the voice of Jesus warn her that she was going off the road.  She was able to steer
the car off the road and into the ditch.  They were bruised and banged up a bit but they were
alright.  She said, had she not suddenly been able to realize what was happening, they would
have crashed down a steep embankment, to certain death.  She was convinced it was the voice of
Jesus that spoke to her.

I've never experienced the bodily presence or the voice of Jesus speaking to me. 
However, I think I can honestly say that at certain times, I have experienced the presence of
Christ.



I have seen the risen Jesus in the actions of teachers attending to their young students,
caring for them, teaching them, seeing them as if they were their own children.  Knowing the
struggles they face in their homes, the hunger they feel in their underfed bellies, and doing
everything they possibly can to care for them and provide a brighter future for them.  That's
where I've seen the risen Christ.

I've experienced the risen Christ in those who have loved me.  In the patient,
understanding and attentive ear of my father when I was growing up, who listened and loved me
even when I had thoughts and ideas he wasn't so sure about and in the kind and loving care of
my mother, who taught and nurtured me through my growing up years.  

I've experienced the risen Christ in the love of my partner and wife Kate, who has cared
for me when I've been sick in body and who has struggled with me in my low times when doubt
and uncertainty filled my soul.  She has always been there for me, always, no matter what.  She
warms my heart.

Like those travelers on the road to Emmaus, I've recognized the presence of the risen
Christ, on certain occasions when I've served the sacrament of Holy Communion, sharing the
bread and cup, feeling a deep connection, a spiritual bond, with those I was serving, like being
under a canopy of shared peace, as if the dove of God's Spirit were hovering over us.

And like those gathered together when Jesus appeared to them so long ago, I have
witnessed the Spirit of the risen Christ when we have  joined together as a community of faith to
do the work and ministry of Jesus, when we have held discussions and labored long with one
another, sometimes in disagreement, sometimes reaching a shared perspective and a deeper
union as we have worked for justice together, becoming the Body of Christ in our world.

The Spirit of the risen Christ comes to us as we open our hearts in shared community.  As
we gather together to worship and remember him in love and acceptance for all.  That Spirit
conquers our doubts and our fears and brings us joy and peace.  

As we continue our Easter journey together, may our eyes be opened, our ears attuned,
and an expectation of his company here with us, be ever in our hearts.  Amen.


